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From Executive Director Hans Voss

Committed to ResuLts 
“We believe there is an answer to every situation that benefits people, communities, 
the economy, and the environment.”

That’s the first line of one of MLUI’s recently published Core Values: 
Commitment to Results. Our dedication to ambitious goals is at the heart of all 
we do; they’re called “core values” for a reason. It continues: 

“Being on the ‘right’ side is not good enough. We believe we can work with people 
from all walks of life to ‘get to yes.’ We set ambitious goals, make them known 
publicly, and measure our progress toward achieving them.” 

You can read more about our values on our website–www.mlui.org/values—but I wanted to highlight this 
one in particular because it ties directly to three big goals we’ve set for the future. They are highlighted in 
the boxes to the right. 

These goals were produced through intensive dialogue with our board, advisory council, staff, and 
community partners. We know achieving them depends on a highly collaborative approach, with MLUI a 
part of the coordinated action of others—government, businesses, and people. 

That’s a big challenge, but it’s one we embrace. Now’s the time to work collaboratively on transforming 
the local economy while protecting the environment. Whether it’s Taste the Local Difference as the key to 
achieving 20% local food, Local Motion for helping commuters, or TC Saves for demonstrating the power 
of energy efficiency—we understand that great things happen when people are working together toward a 
common goal. 

Ultimately, though, these aren’t solely “MLUI projects.” They belong to the community. As with our 
revamped Taste the Local Difference program, you may not see an MLUI logo plastered on top. And in 
the future, different advocates may be leading the projects. That’s fine—in fact, that’s more than fine; that’s 
what we want. We’ve made a strategic decision to root these collaborations as deeply as possible in the 
community. 

But be assured that we’re working very hard behind the scenes, and that our “commitment to results” is 
unwavering. 

Michigan Land Use Institute
148 East Front Street, Suite 301
Traverse City, MI 49684
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MLUI Goal

20% LoCAL Food
By the year 2020, 20% of northwest 
Michigan’s food will be supplied by 
local growers and food entrepreneurs.

MLUI Goal

modeL eneRgy 
pRogRAm
By the year 2025, the Traverse City area 
will achieve at least a 25% reduction 
in energy demand and an increase in 
renewable energy production to 25% of 
the total.

MLUI Goal

25% smARt 
CommuteRs
By 2020, 25% of workers in 
the Traverse City area will 
“smart commute”— bike, 
walk, carpool or take 
the bus to work.
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TLD has a new look for 2013
The Taste the Local Difference 
guide, after nearly 10 years of 
connecting consumers to local food, 
is back this year with a new look. 

For 2013, the guide is made up 
of six maps for specific areas of 
northwest Lower Michigan. They’re 
designed to showcase the depth of 
our agricultural community and to 
provide a reference for eating locally 
year-round. 
 
The first five maps—for Leelanau, 
Grand Traverse, Benzie/Manistee, 
Charlevoix/Emmet, and Antrim/
Kalkaska counties—are available at 
key locations throughout the region 
and online at www.localdifference.
org. The maps provide a unique 
visible perspective on the region’s 
rich food system. They don’t stop at 
cataloging farms, but also include 
specialty producers, retail stores, 
breweries, wineries, distilleries, 
caterers, and more. 

TLD also is launching a new 
smartphone app. It uses the latest in GPS technology to guide 
consumers directly to the local farm, retailer, or restaurant they’re 
looking for. You can search by farm, by food, or by your location. 
You can even use your phone’s navigation app to get turn-by-turn 
directions. 
 
TLD is an example of the collaboration MLUI seeks with 
community partners. You won’t see the MLUI logo at the top of 
the new materials; this is a true community project, with input and 
support from a variety of groups. The changes are all geared to our 
shared goal of increasing the amount of food that is sourced locally 
in northwest Michigan. A strong local-food economy is good for our 
farmers, our land, and our health. 

MLUI and our partners in the Northwest 
Michigan Food and Farming Network 
remain committed to the goal of sourcing 
20 percent of our food locally by 2020.

That’s an ambitious goal, but it’s within 
reach. The new TLD guides and app can 
get us there.

Local Motion takes off

MLUI’s Thriving Communities team launched 
its Local Motion campaign this June at the 
Getting Transportation to Work Commuter 
Summit. The event connected business and 
community leaders with national transportation 
experts to discuss ways in which Traverse City 
can improve the transportation choices it offers 
its residents. Local Motion is now under way, 
with a series of fact sheets being rolled out to 
highlight the impact our car-focused region has 
on our time and our pocketbooks. The project is 
supported by our partners at TART Trails and the 
Bay Area Transportation Authority. To download 
the first fact sheet, visit www.mlui.org/fact1

Food & FARming 

WhAt’s neW At miChigAn LAnd use institute

thRiving Communities

CLeAn eneRgy 
Rally raises pipeline awareness

More than 400 activists—including 350.org 
co-founder Bill McKibben—gathered in the 
shadow of the Mackinac Bridge on July 14 to raise 
awareness about two aging pipelines beneath the 
Straits’ waters. Enbridge Energy—the company 
responsible for the Kalamazoo River oil spill— has 
been pumping oil under the straits for 60 years. 
Now they want to increase the pressure to pump 
even more—possibly including the most toxic 
and corrosive tar sands oil from Canada. MLUI is 
working closely with fellow advocates, including 
a reformed TC350 and the National Wildlife 
Federation, to let people know about the pipelines 
and tell our government officials that we can’t let a 
similar disaster happen in our Great Lakes. Learn 
more at www.oilandwaterdontmix.com. 
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Local Food & Farm Guide

CHARLEVOIX &
EMMET COUNTIES

Farmers Market
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TLD is a collaborative program of the Michigan Land Use 
Institute, the Northwest Michigan Food & Farming 

Network and other food system partners.
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Program support provided by: 

Local Food & Farm Guide

Charlevoix
& Emmet
Counties

Taste the Local Difference is built upon a decade 
of research on the local food system in Northwest 
Michigan. TLD builds new markets for farmers and 
other producers by connecting them to consumers and 
educating the public about the importance of locally 
grown food to the economy and the environment.

This TLD Food & Farm Guide is one in a series of 
map-based guides covering the entire Northwest 
Michigan region. Be sure to collect the other maps as 
you travel. They are designed to showcase the depth of 
our agricultural community, and to provide a reference 
for eating locally throughout all the seasons.

The Local Food & Farm Guide 
is also available digitally on our 
website and by downloading 

our smartphone app from the App Store.  Much more 
detailed information is available for each TLD listing 
using these resources.

The app has comprehensive search functionality and 
turn-by-turn driving directions making finding local fare 
easy, convenient, and fun.

Get the App!

Lead Sponsors:

Partner Sponsors:

Presenting Sponsor:

T R A D I N G  C O M P A N Y

Thank you to our generous sponsors for making this work possible!

Sustaining Sponsors: 

Black Star Farms
Epicure Catering
Grain Train Natural Food Market

Interlochen Public Radio
Traverse City State Bank

Supporting Sponsors: 

American Spoon
Art’s Tavern
Farmland 5K
Food For Thought
Grand Traverse Resort and Spa

Honey Boy Bob
Oleson’s Food Store
Pond Hill Farm
Watervale Inn

2
0
1
3

The TLD Guide is a free service, but we need your help 
to keep it viable. Your tax-deductible donations and 
business sponsorships are always appreciated. Scan the 
QR code with your mobile device, or visit 
www.localdifference.org

Love this guide? 
Consider making a donation.

www.localdifference.org  |  (231) 941-6584  |  148 E Front St, Ste 301  |  Traverse City, MI 49684

FARMS
Beaver Island Gardens  
231-448-2998  |  34644 Buff Kett Rd, Beaver Island, MI 49782 
Flowers, Fruit, Herbs, Nursery Plants, Specialty Products, Vegetables

Lavender Hill Farms  
231-582-3784  |  7354 Horton Bay Rd North, Boyne City, MI 49712 
Flowers

Johnecheck Sweet Corn Farm  
231-582-7947  |  6902 Camp Daggett Rd, Boyne City, MI 49712 
Flowers, Vegetables

Lakeside Farm  
231-582-2046  |  6028 Zenith Heights Rd, Boyne City, MI 49712 
Meat

John Cross Fisheries  
231-547-2532  |  209 Belvedere, Charlevoix, MI 49720 
Fish

Currey Farms Pure Maple Syrup  
517-304-8193  |  5358 Barnard Rd, Charlevoix, MI 49720 
Specialty Products

Green Leaf Farms  
231-547-4122  |  4998 Loeb Rd, Charlevoix, MI 49720 
Eggs, Meat, Herbs

Dhaseleer Farm  
231-675-7768  |  15794 Paddock Rd, Charlevoix, MI 49720 
Eggs, Flowers, Fruit, Herbs, Vegetables

Rosenthal Orchards  
231-547-4350  |  3724 Barnard Rd, Charlevoix, MI 49720 
Fruit, Specialty Products

Kiteley Farms  
231-547-2318  |  3805 Brock Rd, Charlevoix, MI 49720 
Flowers, Fruit, Herbs, Meat, Specialty Products, Vegetables

Matchett Sheep Farm  
231-547-2154  |  1362 Matchett Rd, Charlevoix, MI 49720 
Meat, Specialty Products

Harwood Heritage Gold Maple Syrup Products  
231-547-2038  |  61 Parsons Rd, Charlevoix, MI 49720 
Specialty Products

Bliss Gardens Farm and Community Kitchen  
231-838-3859  |  5322 Hill Rd, Cross Village, MI 49723 
Flowers, Frozen Products, Fruit, Grain, Herbs, Specialty Products, Vegetables

Best Farm  
231-544-6189  |  5025 Six Mile Lake Rd, Ellsworth, MI 49729 
Fruit, Vegetables

Pond Hill Farm  
231-526-3276  |  5581 S Lake Shore Dr, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 
Christmas Trees, Fish, Flowers, Herbs, Meat, Nursery Plants, Vegetables

Two Acre Farm  
231-526-2486  |  2520 Bester Rd, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 
Vegetables, Flowers

Cradle Knoll Farm  
231-537-4962  |  1515 Strong Rd, Levering, MI 49755 
Dairy, Eggs, Meat, Vegetables

The Pumpkin Barn at Sturgeon Bay Farm
231-537-4858  |  1880 W Sturgeon Bay Trail, Levering, MI 49755 
Fruit, Vegetables

Green Country Goods  
231-537-7600  |  5562 Schmalzried Rd, Levering, MI 49755 
Eggs, Flowers, Herbs, Specialty Products

Vanloozen Family Farm  
231-537-2811  |  377 Pyjar Rd, Levering, MI 49755 
Vegetables, Herbs, Flowers, Nursery Plants

Kei-Ju Farm and Gardens  
231-348-5651  |  4128 Hiawatha Trail, Petoskey, MI 49770 
Eggs, Flowers, Fruit, Herbs, Nursery Plants, Specialty Products, Vegetables

Herbal Lodge - Natural Healing Products by Native American Wisdom  
906-322-2675  |  PO  Box 62, Petoskey, MI 49770 
Flowers, Herbs, Nursery Plants, Specialty Products

Bill's Farm Market
231-347-6735  |  4450 E Mitchell Rd, Petoskey, MI 49770 
Fruit, Vegetables, Herbs, Christmas Trees

Blackbird Gardens
231-348-3044  |  904 Blackbird Rd, Petoskey, MI 49770 
Specialty Products

Resort Gardens  
231-347-1754  |  980 Resort Pike Rd, Petoskey, MI 49770 
Flowers, Fruit, Vegetables

Maple Moon Family Sugary  
231-487-9058  |  4454 Atkins Rd, Petoskey, MI 49770
Maple Syrup, Specialty Products

Country Apple Farm Market  
231-348-9718  |  8785 Horton Bay Rd, Petoskey, MI 49770 
Fruit, Vegetables

Belleau's Stony Acres  
231-622-8412  |  3840 Resort Pike, Petoskey, MI 49770 
Eggs, Flowers, Fruit, Herbs, Vegetables

Coveyou Scenic Farm Market  
231-347-0011  |  4160 U.S. 131 S, Petoskey, MI 49770 
Christmas Trees, Flowers, Fruit, Herbs, Nursery Plants, Vegetables

BREWERIES, CIDER, MEAD, LIQUOR

Retail

RESTAURANTs

Farmers Markets

Pleasantview Bed & Breakfast  
231-526-8100  |  6767 Pleasantview Rd, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Toski Sands Market and Wine Shop  
231-347-1571  |  2294 M-119, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Crooked Tree Breadworks, Inc.  
231-347-9574  |  Suite 5  |  2264 M-119, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Oleson's Food Store – Petoskey #609  
231-439-9911  |  2000 N US 31, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Grain Train Natural Food Market  
231-347 - 2381  |  220 East Mitchell St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Real Food Catering at Blackbird Gardens  
231-348-3044  |  904 Blackbird Rd, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Oleson's Food Store – Charlevoix #606  
231-547-6548  |  112 Antrim St, Charlevoix, MI 49720 

Pond Hill Farm
231-526-3276  |  5581 S Lakeshore Dr, Harbor Springs, MI 49740

New York Restaurant  
231-526-1904  |  101 State St, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Stafford's Pier  
231-526-6201  |  102 East Bay St, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Stafford's Bay View Inn  
231-347-2771  |  2011 Woodland Avenue, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Bayview Terrace Inn and Restaurant  
231-347-2410  |  1549 Glendale Ave, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Stafford's Perry Hotel  
231-347-4000  |  118 Lewis St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Twisted Olive Restaurant  
231-487-1230  |  319 Bay St, Petoskey, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Palette Bistro  
231-348-3321  |  321 Bay St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Whitecaps Restaurant  
231-348-7092  |  215 E Lake St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Roast and Toast Cafe and Coffee  
231-347-7767  |  309 E Lake St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Julienne Tomatoes  
231-439-9250  |  421 Howard St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Side Door Saloon  
231-347-9291  |  1356 US-31 N, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Cava Restaurant  
231-439-2282  |  Bay Harbor  |  795 Front St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Stafford's Weathervane  
231-547-4311  |  106 Pine River Lane, Charlevoix, MI 49720 

Roquette Burger Bistro  
231-237-9016  |  103 Park Ave, Charlevoix, MI 49720 

The Red Mesa Grill BC  
231-582-0049  |  117 Water St, Boyne City, MI 49712 

Cafe Sante  
231-582-8800  |  One Water St, Boyne City, MI 49712 

Pierson's Restaurant  
231-549-6000  |  Pedestrian Village  |  1 Boyne Mt. Rd, Boyne Falls, MI 49713 

Bliss Farmers Market
9198 Pleasantview Rd, Levering, MI 49755 

Downtown Petosky Farmers Market
E Mitchell St & Howard St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Good Hart Market Days
1075 North Lake Shore Dr, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Harbor Springs Farmers Market
E Main St & State St, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Pellston Farmers Market
148 Stimpson St, Pellston, MI 49769 

Boyne City Farmers Market
207 N Lake St, Boyne City, MI 49712 

Charlevoix Farmers Market
350 Bridge St, Charlevoix, MI 49720 

East Jordan Farmers Market
85 Bridge St, East Jordan, MI 49727 

Petoskey Brewing  
231-753-2057  |  1844 M-119, Petoskey, MI 49770 

Beards Brewery  
231-753-2221  |  207 A Howard St, Petoskey, MI 49770 

wineries

Cherry Republic Winery - Charlevoix  
231-437-3600  |  411 Bridge St, Charlevoix, MI 49620 

Harbor Springs Vineyards & Winery at pond hill farm  
231-526-3276  |  5581 S Lakeshore Dr, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Pleasantview Vineyards & Winery  
231-526-8100  |  6769 Pleasantview Rd, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

2013 Presenting Sponsor of  
Taste the Local Difference.

Now’s the time to DONATE! 
MLUI Board members have set up a 
challenge for you, our most loyal and steadfast 
supporters, as well as new friends who receive 
this newsletter. They have created a $75,000 
pool that stands available to match every dollar 
you can give over and above last year’s giving. 
That means if you are a new member, your 
entire gift will be doubled! If you are already 
a member, the amount you increase will be 
matched (don’t worry, we will do the math for 
you!). We are already half way to achieving this 
ambitious challenge—we have raised about 
$38,000 in new funds as of this month. We’re 
certain that, with your help and continued 
patronage, we can get there. So, log in at  
mlui.org/donate and help us get to the goal. 
And thanks for your support!

Thank you Jim Sluyter
Jim Sluyter, MLUI’s policy specialist responsible for the 
successful Get Farming program, retired at the end of June 
after five years with the Institute. In his wake, his efforts 
to provide business training to farmers touched nearly 700 
people in northwest Michigan. Now MLUI is in close talks 
with partners ISLAND and Grow Benzie to carry forward 
the success of Get Farming in a new way. Thank you, Jim, 
for all your hard work. 

MLUI welcomes Valerie Kirn-Duensing 
Valerie Kirn-Duensing is MLUI’s new Major Gifts 
Specialist. She works one-on-one with individual donors 
and family foundations who wish to support our mission 
in a more meaningful way. Valerie most recently served as 
the development director at the Women’s Resource Center 
Domestic Violence Agency. MLUI is happy to have her on 
board. You can reach her at 231-941-6584 ext. 26 
or Valerie@mlui.org. 

Jim Sluyter tries on a pair of 
chaps he received as part of 

the inauguaral John Chapman 
Award at the 2013 Food and 

Farm Summit.

Valerie Kirn-Duensing
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ToDAy!

Here in the Grand Traverse 
region, we drive almost 
twice as many miles as the 
national average.1

National average
14,000 miles per year  

Our local average
24,000 miles per year

Long-distance commutes 
have a big impact on our time, 
our health, and our wallets.

Local Motion News is a fact sheet series describing the impact our transportation habits have on time, 
health and wallets. It’s a project of Local Motion, a new northwest Michigan program for improving 
transportation choices in the Grand Traverse area. Local Motion is looking to have 25% of us carpooling, 
biking, busing, or walking to work by 2020. howyougetthere.org

1 U.S. Department of Transportation   2 Center for Neighborhood Technology   3 Michigan Department of Transportation   4 U.S. Department of Transportation

Our bus systems 
are improving 
their service by 
making routes more 
convenient. Can you 
drive, bike, or walk 
to your nearest bus 
stop and jump on a 
bus to town?

On average we 
spend 46 minutes 
a day going to 
and from work.3

Most of us walk 
an average of six 
minutes daily.

Companies are 
reducing risk and 
retaining talent by 
offering commuter 
benefits. Does 
your company offer 
incentives for “smart 
commuting” or for 
living closer to work?

There’s a strong 
demand for homes, 
condos, and 
apartments near job 
centers. Can your 
community leaders 
facilitate more 
housing near jobs 
and transit?

how to boost your commute

LOCAL MOTION NEWS:
RETHINK A TO B

TRANSIT/PARK-AND-RIDE

time

Health

Grand Traverse 
area families 
spend, on average, 
$15,000 a year on 
transportation.4

money

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES HOUSING

of us drive more than 
18,000 miles, that’s equal to 
driving around the Earth at 
the 45th parallel every year.2 98%98%

drive more than 21,000 miles, 
or about 85% of the way around 
Earth’s equator every year.85%85%

Bill McKibben of 350.org 
stands in front of the 
Makinac Bridge. Photo by 
J. Carl ganter, Circle of Blue.


