
CONNECT YOUR BRAND to THE GOOD WORK OF MLUI
Check out our business and community supporters
MLUI is immensely proud of our strong and lasting relationships with businesses and community 
organizations. A unified business voice is incredibly effective at creating momentum. Throw in key 
community leaders, and you have a sturdy platform for advancing innovative ideas, statewide policy or 
grassroots campaigns. Read on, and get a feel for some of the personalities behind the brands that help us 
move our mission forward.

Traverse Gourmet Great Food. Great Friendships.
Cile and Norm Plumstead have a deep connection with food—
they absolutely love it! Traverse Gourmet launched in 2011 and 
offers gourmet Michigan gift baskets filled with delicious artisan 
foods made by some of Cile and Norm’s very favorite people, 
like Chris Girrbach, of Great Lakes Chips, and Mimi Wheeler, 
of Grocer’s Daughter Chocolate. Cile remembers her first 
introduction to MLUI at the 2010 Milliken Dinner. “We left with 
an energized sense of responsibility; we were searching for ways to 
commit.” For two years, they have donated a portion of their sales 
to MLUI. “We are working within a realm we love and hope to 
see our work elevate the cross-promotion that makes this food community so unique.” Send a taste of 
Michigan to your favorite out-of-towner, or get your own at traversegourmet.com. 

The Cottage Company Fine Builders. Sensitive Developers. Inspiring Interiors.
Rob Mossburg is a longtime MLUI board member, but he also 
owns a remarkable building, development, and interior design 
firm in Harbor Springs called The Cottage Company. His 
business operates with the highest levels of personal and business 
values: sustainability, customer service, social consciousness, and 
community investment—all things near to MLUI’s heart. We 
interviewed Rob and his wife Vee in the early 2000s about a new 
urbanism development project they were working on called Bay 
Street Cottages. Rob said, “It became clear to us then that an 
organization that didn’t discourage growth but rather encouraged 
smart growth is so important to northern Michigan.” He remembers sketching houses at the kitchen 
table as a young boy and dreaming of living in northern Michigan. “I’m living my childhood dream! We 
go to work every day with an amazing team and create beautiful, sustainable projects that enhance our 
world and protect our environment.” 

Oryana Natural Foods Market Good Food. Community Connections.
You may think Oryana’s mission is all about food, and that’s 
certainly a big part of it, but look a little deeper and you’ll find a 
co-op fully invested in the health and wellness of its members and 
the community. Whether you are filling your cart with organic 
and local produce or catching a local musician at their Lake 
Street Café—when you’re at Oryana, you are promoting a local 
economy, and a strong connection between food, health, and our 
environment. “Oryana has been a major part of my family’s life. 
… I truly believe in the co-op and the work we do!” said Steve 
Nance, the market’s general manager. Oryana is connected to all of 
MLUI’s programs, from incentivizing smart commuting for their employees through our Local Motion 
campaign, to guiding decisions at Food and Farm Network meetings. Oryana is a true example of 
community leadership on issues we both value.

KEEN Technical Solutions Sustainable Solutions.
$24.4 million. That’s how much Keen has helped clients save 
in energy costs since launching six years ago, and that number 
continues to grow. The Traverse City-based company provides 
energy auditing services to help their customers lower energy use 
and cut costs. Co-founded by Tim Pulliam and Steve Morse, Keen 
was born from a desire to spread the message of efficiency and 
sustainable energy use. Tim thinks back to earlier days, “Before we 
launched the business, we spent a lot of time informing people. 
Now we can offer a way for people to take action, and as the 
message spreads, so do the results.” And those results are getting 
noticed, highlighted by their inclusion on Inc. Magazine’s 2012 
annual list of the “500 Fastest Growing Private Companies.” Keep up the great work, guys!

Traverse Area Association of Realtors Shared Values. 
If you’ve ever been house hunting in northwest Michigan, you’re 
probably familiar with Traverse Area Association of Realtors or 
TAAR, which offers the most comprehensive listing of homes and 
properties in the region. Executive Vice President Kim Pontius, 
who is also volunteer chair of The Grand Vision, is a wealth of 
knowledge on factors affecting the market, including issues front 
and center on MLUI’s radar like energy and transportation costs 
for homebuyers. Kim is particularly proud of TAAR’s efforts 
to “green” their database, which now includes green-building 
certifications, green ratings, and green-building features—efforts 
that have been recognized with national awards. “We were up against places like Austin, Portland, 
Atlanta, Phoenix, and Chicago, and we beat them all… twice!” 
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ENERGy EFFiCiENCy
$5,000 +
Fifth Third Bank
$1,000-$2,499 
Public Sector Consultants
Traverse Area Association of 
    Realtors
$250-$999
5 Lakes Energy
Keen Technical Solutions
Michigan Energy Options
Northwest Michigan Council of   
    Governments
Paradigm Energy Services
Sara Lee
Traverse City Light & Power

BuSiNESS MEMBERS
$5,000 +
Voss Equipment
$2,500-$4,999 
Higher Grounds Trading Company
$1,000-$2,499 
Laser Printer Technologies
Oryana Natural Foods Market
St. Michael Catholic Community
$250-$999 
Betsie Bay Furniture
Chimney Corners Resort
Flight Path Creative
Traverse Gourmet
$100-$249 
Brauer Productions
Buckley Self Storage
Express Publications
Field Crafts
Food for Thought
Gillison Excavating
GreenLight Marketing
Hilltop Soda Shoppe
ISLAND
Odom Re-use Company
Otwell Mawby
Renewable Services
Rising Star Wellness Center
SolidFuel Sales
Steiner Farm
The Copy Shop
Ward and Eis Gallery
Wind Resource
$10-$99 
Architecture Artistry Interiors
Avantgarden Enterprises
BATA
Chelsea Bay Design
Duncan Cottages
Ecological Inventory
First National Bank of America
Hillside Homestead
JVW Marketing
Law Office of Ellen A. Fred
Michigan Energy Options
Pamela Burke, LLC
Pere Marquette MI Wild Turkey     
    Association
Richard Neumann Architect
Richmond Architects
Still Point Market 
The Candle Factory
Transportation Analysis
True North Mariners
Urban Options
WECC
William C. Scharf, Environmental   
    Consultant
W. Jay Brown, PLC 
Yoga for Health Education
Yuba Valley Project

EMMET COuNTy TLD DiNNER
$1,000-$2,499 
The Cottage Company
The Depot Club and Restaurant
$250-$999 
Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises
Sears Architects
Stafford’s Pier Restaurant
The Thirsty Goat

TRiBuTE GiFTS
Ann Arbor SPARK 
Bay Ridge West Fundraising   
    Committee
Concerned Citizens of Acme Township
Hagerty
Trout Lake Properties
WXYZ-TV

TASTE ThE LOCAL DiFFERENCE
$20,000
Crystal Mountain Resort & Spa
$5,000-$9,999
Cherry Capital Foods
Cherry Republic
Tom’s Food Markets
$2,500-$4,999 
Friske Orchards Farm Market
Grand Traverse Resort and Spa
Hagerty
Progress Printers
Trattoria Stella
$1,000-$2,499 
Black Star Farms
Grain Train Natural Foods Market
Light of Day Organic Farm and  
    Tea Shop
Oryana Natural Foods Market
Smith, Haughey, Rice &  
    Roegee
Watervale Inn
$250-$999 
American Spoon
Amical
Art’s Tavern
Burritt’s Fresh Markets
Epicure Catering
Farmland 5 K
Garden Club of Michigan
Good Harbor Grill
Honey Boy Bob
Kiteley Farms
Michigan State University
Local Plates
Oleson’s Food Stores
$100-$249 
Aral Peak Farms
Baatz Blueberry Farm
Bill’s Farm Market
Cream Cup Dairy
Crescent Bakery
Gallagher Farm Market
Harwood Heritage Gold
Hilltop Soda Shoppe
Leelanau Cheese
Leelanau Farmers Market
Leelanau Flowers
Leelanau Peninsula Maple Sugar   
    Bush
Newaygo Shepherd’s Farm
Pahl Farms
Springhill Farm and Vineyard
Urka Strawberry Farm
$10-$99 
B&B Farms
Bardenhagen Farms
Bargy’s Beef and Fruit Market
Bellwether Gardens
Blu
Bufka Brothers Farm
Champion Hill Farm
Coleman Centennial Farm
Coveyou Scenic Farm
Edgecomb Farms
Evergreen Market
Grey Hare Inn
Groleau’s Farm Market
Grossnickle Farms
Hall Farms
Harvest Michigan
Hoxsie’s Farm Market
Hubbell Farm Partnership
Island View Vineyard and 
    Orchard
Jordan Valley Bison
Julienne Tomatoes
Kastanu Farms
Lakeside Farm
Llama Meadows Farms
Maple Crest Farm
Morgan Composting
Norconk Farms
Omena Rise Orchards
Pellston Market, Travelling Chef
Periard Farms North
Potter Road Raspberries
Roast and Toast
Sleeping Bear Orchards
Spruce Hill Farm
Stowe Farms
Sweeter Song Farm
The Misers Hoard
Wells Family Farm
Wilson Orchard

business members  
& Sponsors

It’s easy for your business or organization to support our 
work and connect your brand to MLUI. From events and 

publications, to marketing products like the upcoming TLD 
smartphone app, we have something for everyone. For 2013 

sponsorship opportunities and to learn about business member 
benefits, visit www.mlui.org/businessgiving or email  

Shauna Treter at shauna@mlui.org


